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JURY NOTES

This project re-considered the role that a large urban park might play, and examined its recreation, social and ecological performance.  Flushing Meadows 
in the City of New York has evolved from a highly productive salt marsh habitat filtering enormous quantities of water to an impaired landscape with 
eutrophied, unstable wetlands.  Land uses have included a dumping grounds, World’s Fair site, professional sports arenas, institutional buildings, and large 
recreation and festival areas, all discontinuous from the surrounding communities.  The historical evolution analysis showed that important cultural and 
historical landscapes had been, or were being, lost, and the hydrological and other layers were being denied or obscured by the landscape processes. 

The resolution was well fitted to the program and to the various recreation uses.  The project proposed a hydrological regime that was a significant and 
appropriate improvement, and it advocated re-establishing and/or conserving elements that had cultural or historical significance.  Maintenance of this 
large urban park was also considered.

The submission was very clear, thorough and logical, and the graphic communication was exceptional.  There were some interesting graphics included in 
the panels, for example, an illustration showing the sections of the site assembled as a plan drawing, which showed the site features in an innovative way. 
The project panels included an appropriate level of detail, while remaining highly legible and interesting to read.
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obert Moses would have first seen Flushing Meadows as the same ash dump so memorably described in 'The reat atsby': a valley 
of ashes - a fantastic farm where ashes grow like wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque 
gardens; where ashes take the forms of houses and chimneys and rising smoke, and finally, with a transcendent effort, of ash-gray men 
who move dimly and already crumbling through the powdery air.    t the geographical center of the city, the  acre 'valley of ashes' 
promised to be his crowning achievement in park creation; he saw it as a future obert Moses Park.  The dumps were first cut through with 
the rand Central Parkway - the park would eventually be completely encircled and cut up by elevated, sunken, at grade expressways.  s 

the chosen site for the  orld's Fair, the ashes were leveled to fill the marsh, the excess removed; a flood gate was built 
to stop tidal flow into two man-made lakes, ,the park's entire infrastructure was built.  The lakes, streets and 
general structure of the park have not significantly changed since .  They supported a  orld's fair, hosted the United Nations 
for several years, and now sit clumsily in a revitalized, hybridized urban recreational and cultural landscape.  The park may never have 
received the funding to physically become the park which obert Moses dreamed of... but it seems to have organically acheived the social 
significance through creative programmatic adaptation.

In an all too familiar course of events, during the building of the city of New ork, Flushing Meadows 

has evolved from a highly productive salt marsh habitat filtering enormous 
quantities of water - to an impaired landscape of stunted, organically-
poor terrestrial lands and intensely eutrophied, unstable wetlands.  

etlands, like all lands difficult to cultivate or build upon, have always played a unique role in the 
growth of cities.  It is how the city responds to these lands which distinguishes the landscape of one city 
from another.  These 'problem-landscapes' resist development longer than others.  Their first use may, like 
Flushing Meadows, be a dumping ground for the city's growing mountains of waste.  s the city expands and 
land values increase, they might become host to later urban infrastructure - airports, shopping malls, high-
ways, parking lots...  lternatively they may remain open space and be developed as parks and recreational 
lands.  It is in this cultural history that the park diverges from this common story about the draining or 
filling of wetlands for the building of cities.  The story of Flushing Meadows has been rich, though trou-
bled and inconsistent.    It is a story written in some part by obert Moses- one of the most prolific and 
controversial city builders of our time.  

In the past ten years Flushing Meadows Park has become an important 

and successful park despite its visibly ailing ecological 
health, crumbling pathways, flooding fields and 
discontinuity with surrounding communities by 
expressways, train yards, and a polluted industrial river.  People have 
not filled the park on weekends to visit a strange collection of archi-
tectural oddities from world's fairs.  They are drawn to the meadows 
to some extent by several lively cultural institutions and profession-
al sports arenas: an art museum, zoo, science center, botanical gar-
den; the UST  tennis center and Shea stadium - but to a larger extent 

as the largest and most flexible recreational 
and festival grounds in ueens.  

The hydrology of the park presents a key ecological issue and poten-
tial.  ecause the land wants to be a tidal marsh, and remains only a 
few feet above sea level - flooding is a natural and un-avoidable condi-
tion.  The un-usual ecological experiment tested here - creating fresh-
water lakes out of a salt marsh - has been a failure.  ich sediments, 
accumulated from the natural processes of the historic tidal marsh, 
continue to release nutrients, notably Phosphorous, into the lakes - 
creating hyper-eutrophic conditions which lead to frequent fish kills in 
the summer.  This disability is only added to by the surrounding  acres 
of road which yearly dump tons of suspended solids, pounds of heavy 
metals and a quarter ton of hydrocarbons and nitrogen into the lakes.  
The lakes' section and plan are structurally homogenous, not supporting 
a diversity of wetland vegetation which could potentially filter large 
amounts of pollution from runnoff before it is released into Flushing 
ay.
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Flooding
ased on that premise, the first move will be to remove the tidal gate, restoring tidal salt marsh function to Flushing Creek and Meadow and illow Lake.  This will require a re-grading of the lakes; their 

level will need to be raised a couple of feet so that tidal flows fully drain the marsh as they would in a natural salt marsh.  The marsh edges will be re-graded to create the different levels of a tidal marsh, from 
mud flat to high marsh.  Currently much of the parkland surrounding the lake floods frequently; paths are cut off and fields become muddy and un-useable, easily damaged.  New grading will understand different flood-
ing zones; it will ensure that storm events will flood specific areas while maintaining accessibility for main paths and key picnicking/playing fields.  n additional 'islanding' strategy will allow casual playing fields to 
remain above water but become cut off from use during wet periods.  This maintains that field grasses are not damaged by flooding or use while muddy; they are granted short periods of rest from human use and mow-
ing.  These strategies are also employed along the tidal creek running through the more intensively used northern half of the park.  ere the creek additionally draws attention to tidal action by passing through a 
more constructed events plaza.  Now 'The Fountain of The Planets', an immense concrete pool of water and floating garbage, the area would become the central festival space which the park currently lacks.  The tidal 

flows would dramatically rise and fall in a short stretch of constructed steps and terraces, before returning to their more naturalized route to the marsh.  ccepting and harnessing the low, wet 
nature of these lands allows design to reinforce the unique character of the site as well as improve the functionality of habitat for vegetation, 
wildlife and humans.

Surfacing
Flushing Meadows has become important meeting / playing lands for many surrounding, new, immigrant communi-
ties.  Soccer has overwhelmed any ground open and flat enough for kicking a ball around.   visit on a weekday 
afternoon in February will most likely still find soccer being played somewhere in Flushing Meadows Park.  n 
a summer day, one will find not only soccer and volleyball, but also cricket, baseball, skateboarding, perhaps 
even competitive kite-flying.  ueens prides itself on being the most ethnically diverse county in the United 
States... and all of ueens seems to be vying for field space at Flushing Meadows.  The parks department, 
with support from the merican soccer foundation, has built five all-weather, synthetic soccer fields in the 
park.  Though these might seem an ecological blot on the landscape - they can be argued to be so consis-
tently useful for sports, that they save other lands for more passive recreation and more developed layers 

of vegetation.  This design proposal suggests a more extensive and continuous cover of all-
weather playing surface.  It also suggests new an appreciation for world's fair surfaces which 
have been appropriated for new uses: dry fountains can be officially made designated skate parks and volley-

ball courts (the water could still be turned on for festivals). In concentrating and focusing 
specific lands for sports it is suggested that the park will function more 
efficiently, both recreationally and ecologically.  Pressure will be lifted 
from soft areas to allow for new wet and dry meadows, hedgerows, and 
marshes.

My proposal for Flushing Meadows aims to make bold moves with a 
palette of: purposeful grading for the orchestration of flooding, 
surfacing to support use without dictating program, and a new cho-
reography of maintenance which treats different spaces differently, 
encouraging the diverse development of meadow, lawn, hedgerow, 
woodland, salt marsh and fresh marsh.  These design moves are made 
to delineate space for the primary purpose of urban recreation; at 
the same time they are always made with an acceptance of what the 
land is most likely to support functionally and ecologically.
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Managing
Currently the park is all managed in the same way.  Every surface is mown, all fallen leaves are removed.  Trees line roads and specimen 
trees are evenly scatter planted over the landscape (sometimes to deter soccer playing).  Maintenance and operations at the park receive 
little to no funding for repairs or improvements; they spend all of their time mowing, dealing with litter, illegal dumping and vandal-
ism, and removing organic matter (leaves, weed shrubs, phragmites).  The understanding from a maintenance worker's point of view, is that 
any under-story or meadow growth would be un-attractive and block sightlines - promoting crime, squatting and dumping.  From the parks 
department's ecological perspective, it is much too expensive to plant and maintain naturalized native species while controlling invasive 
species growth. 

This design asks that we re-consider conventional park aesthetics, an often irrational mis-
trust of the public, and a restrictive view of non-native plant growth in urban environments.  
In lowlands, the re-grading of the site, and re-introduced tidal-action is expected to eventually develop a sustainable marsh sys-
tem.  Salt marsh restoration has had positive results in other sites on Long Island Sound; a more urban experiment will provide excellent 
research opportunities and, though it may take some time for the system to establish, will no doubt improve upon existing un-stable lakes.  
Phragmites will be automatically discouraged from high-salinity areas, but is expected to colonize high marsh areas.  Urban areas cannot 
shy away from wetland creation because of invasives and lack of funding: again, even phragmites-compromised wetlands provide the high-
functionality which hyper-eutrophic lakes do not.

In uplands, employing a more delicate, varied mowing regime (predominantly annual and bi-annual mowing on 
staggered schedules) could alone create a landscape which is both more visually interesting/varied, and more 
ecologically rich.  It is suggested that in a more passive core swath of the park, 

creative mowing should create a pattern of meadows, lawns, and hedge-
rows which themselves create rooms, fields, paths, and views.  This pattern 
of management would be coupled with a re-grading of the area; berms and small hills would discourage field 
sports and give additional structure, again visually and ecologically.  These meadows would significantly im-
prove the ecology of the park without committing to formal design which might not be flexible enough to evolve 
with the landscape.  Early successional growth in the form of hedgerows and small woodland patches has 
potential to support extremely diverse vegetation and wildlife.  This new meadow management will not neces-
sarily negatively impact sight-lines.  New ecological health generated by our new important salt marsh system 
and meadow swath, coupled with signage and community education programs, will bring new use patterns to the 
park; it will advocate respect for the function of urban landscapes.
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Hamilton Beach Strip
Van Thi Diep
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JURY NOTES

This project dealt with the natural land bridge dividing Lake Ontario from Hamilton Harbour and considered its transformation from a vegetated beach 
area to a well-loved waterfront community to an environmentally damaged transportation corridor within the last two centuries.  It included very effective 
graphic analysis of the site, including historical evolution analyses that described the site very well.  It included strategies for enhanced, transformed and 
fabricated ecologies, and seemed to understand the necessary relationships between humans and their environments. 

The graphics were spare but effective, and included drawings showing the proposed temporal evolution of the interventions as well as cross sections 
through the site that resolved the physical design issues.  The photographs and diagrams were effective in illustrating the site, and conveying the character 
of the area.
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THIRD PRIZE
Merit Award

TITLE
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The Courses: Dynamic Management Planning towards Flood, Agriculture and Environment in a Freshwater 
Wetland of China
Zheng Chen, Li-Zhi Bo, Wen Liu
Tongji University, Shanghai, China

JURY NOTES

The project consisted of exceptional analysis of very complex issues.  The Sanyang Wetland in the countryside of Wenzhou is facing challenges of food 
production, environmental problems and habitat restoration.  In addition, the area is subject to frequent floods.  The approach of the project considered 
how to work with the natural courses, including the floods, and to adjust agriculture and other activities according to the year-round hydrological cycles 
and lifecycles, focusing on time as well as space.

The panels were very well laid out and visually interesting.  A combination of graphic methods were used to advantage, including several analytical 
techniques, diagrams, charts, air photos, and three dimensional models.  The authors demonstrated an understanding of larger scale issues and planning 
implications, as well as more detailed understanding of ecology, crop rotation, and individual plant and animal cycles. 

Although the project did not propose a physical design solution, it succeeded in defining the issues and in laying out conceptual directions for a master 
plan.


